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^\ PRE-APPEAL BRIEF ARGUMENTS 

laims 1-56 are pending in this application. Claims 1- 25 have been withdrawn from 
feration and claims 26-56 are rejected in the Final Office Action mailed August 24, 2006 
(the "Office Action"). 

L REASONS FOR THE REQUEST 

Initially, Applicant respectfiilly disagrees with the Examiner's argument in the Advisory 
Action mailed on January 19, 2006 (the "Advisory Action") that the amendment submitted after 
the final Office Action is simply a rehash of the previously submitted arguments and that the 
claim limitation added to claim 1 is also a rehash of the limitation listed on the previous line. 
Applicant respectfully submits that the added limitation attempts to further clarify the difference 
between the inventive fabric of the instant invention and a conventionally "woven" fabric. 

Applicant respectfiilly requests the Panel to consider the following arguments in 
conjunction with the claim amendments, which were both previously presented. 
IL THE CLAIM REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. §102(b) & 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 26-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly being anticipated by or, 
in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being obvious over U.S. Patent No. 
5,888,915 to Denton et al. ("Denton"). 

As recited in revised claim 26, the instant invention is directed to: 

A textile structure made in a manner comprising the steps 

of: 

spiral winding machine direction (MP) yams to form a 
system having a defined width; and 

depositing a pattern of cross machine direction (CD) 
elements onto said svstem of MP yams: wherein said CD elements 
are formed while being deposited onto said system of MP yams . 
(Emphasis added). 
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Based on the Examiner's statements in the Advisory Action, Applicant believes that the 
Examiner has misunderstood the meaning of the terms "spiral winding" and "depositing a pattern 
of CD elements." The Examiner is referring to the fabric shown in Figs. 4 and 5 of Denton and 
arguing that the trait of weaving, i.e., yam filaments being deposited orthogonally, encompasses 
the spiral winding MD yams and depositing a pattern of CD elements of the present invention. 
In response, Applicant respectfiilly directs the Examiner's attention to withdrawn claim 22 where 
it succinctly explains the "spiral winding" process. Specifically, spirally winding a system of 
MD yams typically involves first and second rolls mounted horizontally and being parallel to 
each other where a turn around means is positioned in parallel between the first and second rolls 
and in the plane defined by the top surfaces of the two rolls. The turn around herein includes a 
first and second row of pins, whereby a yam attached to a first pin at one end of the first pin row 
is unwound orthogonal to the rolls, initially contacting the top of the first roll and then spiraling 
around the bottom of the first roll, the yam being further unwound orthogonal to the rolls so as to 
first contact the bottom of the second roll and then spiraling around the top of the second roll, the 
yam being fiirther unwound orthogonal to the rolls and then looping around a second pin at one 
end of the second pin row. The yam is further unwound toward the second roll in a similar 
fashion so that the spiral winding is repeated until a system of MD yams of a desired width is 
formed. Instant Application, ^ [0024] to [0027]. 

As to the deposition of CD elements, the specification clearly provides support wherein it 
recites that the CD pattern is achieved, for example, by controlling the deposition of the CD 
elements 40 onto the MD yam system 42, such as by speeding up or slowing down the delivery 
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of the polymer so to leave more or less polymer in certain areas. Id, at \ [0023], The 
specification fijrther discloses that one of the means of creating a system of CD elements 40 is by 
utilizing a polymer deposition device such as a piezo jet or jets dispensing a curable polymer in a 
CD direction onto and between the MD yams 42. The polymer is subsequently cured which 
results in a solid system of CD elements 40. Id. at ^ [0031]. Therefore, Applicant respectfully 
submits that Denton fails to teach or disclose "spiral winding" or the "deposition of a pattern of 
CD elements" as recited in the instant claims. 

Further, in the Office Action, claims 26-35, 39-42, and 44-56 are rejected under § 102(b) 
as allegedly being anticipated by or, in the alternative, under § 103(a) as allegedly being obvious 
over U.S. Patent No. 5,360,656 to Rexfelt et al. ("Rexfelt"). 

According to the Examiner's comments with respect to Rexfelt, any woven fabric would 
be covered by the claimed limitation of the present invention. The Examiner is comparing the 
placing of spiral turns in different layers at an angle or crosswise fashion in Rexfelt with 
"depositing a pattern of CD elements" of the present invention. Applicant submits that 
depositing a pattern of CD elements, as explained above, is creating or forming the CD elements 
as they are being deposited, which is done by utilizing a polymer deposition device such as a 
piezo jet or jets that dispense a curable polymer in a CD direction directly onto and between the 
MD yams. Subsequent curing of the polymer results in a solid system of CD elements. 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that Rexfelt fails to teach or disclose forming while 
depositing a pattern of CD elements as claimed. 
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Lastly, claims 26-56 are also rejected under § 102(b) as allegedly being anticipated by or, 
in the alternative, under§ 103(a) as allegedly being obvious over U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2002/0139503, now U.S. Patent 6,491,794, to Davenport ("Davenport"). 

As to Davenport, merely because the warp and weft yams of its fabric strip make an 
angle and do not align with the MD or CD, it cannot be said that Davenport teaches depositing a 
pattern of CD elements as recited in the instant claims. Similar to Rexfelt, Davenport also fails 
to teach or disclose forming while depositing a pattern of CD elements as explained in the instant 
invention. 

For at least the foregoing reasons, because Denton, Rexfelt and Davenport, either alone 
or in combination fail to teach or suggest each and every limitation of revised independent claim 
26, Applicant respectfully submits that claim 26 patentably distinguishes over the relied upon 
portions of the cited references and is therefore allowable. Further, claims 27-56, which depend 
from claim 26 are allowable as well. 
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